
2021 TOOLKIT
ST ANDREW’S DAY



Introducing 
the campaign:
St Andrew’s Day is a powerful opportunity for us to show that 
kindness is part of what makes us who we are as a country. 

We are open, welcoming, friendly and inclusive with compassion and 
respect at our heart. We are Scotland.
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Sharing kindness and connecting with others are just as important now as they have 
ever been, and our national day is a significant moment to celebrate our community 
spirit and continued resilience. Every gesture of kindness makes a difference and 
everyone can benefit from sharing it so let’s celebrate our national day by coming 
together and sharing kindness with friends and neighbours, highlighting the 
importance of community and the value we place on having compassion for others 
and the environment that we live in.

As we set our sights on a recovery from the pandemic, and face the global challenge 
of the climate crisis, St Andrew’s Day also offers a valuable opportunity to come 
together with other people in our communities and visitors and there are over 100 
individual events planned to take place across the country.  

Whether Scotland is your home or holds a special place in your heart, you can join 
in a celebration of our world class culture and unique heritage through a range of in-
person events and online activities.

So, for this 30 November, let’s all come together and continue to reach out and 
share kindness with those around us, and show the rest of the world that Scotland is 
a country of heart, that values its people and its place.  

Help us create a #WeAreScotland conversation on kindness through social media.
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The St Andrew’s Day events programme is part of Scotland’s Winter Festivals - a 
Scottish Government initiative delivered in partnership with EventScotland, BEMIS 
Scotland, the English Speaking Union Scotland and the Fair Saturday Foundation 
and is further supported by a range of other organisations and diverse communities 
right across the country.

Our St Andrew’s Day campaign will launch on the 26 November as we encourage 
people across the country to celebrate kindness and the moments that have brought 
us together over the past 12 months.

This toolkit contains our shared narrative, information on the St Andrew’s Day 
events programme and all our materials for you to use in your own activities and 
channels.

Please make use of our materials or use the messaging to create your own kindness 
themed activity. 

Encourage your audience to find out more about the range of in person and online 
events and activities planned for St Andrew’s Day by visiting www.onescotland.
org/st-andrews-day and add your own voice to the social conversation by using 
#WeAreScotland in your posts.

How to get involved:

ILLUSTRATIONS

DOWNLOAD HERE: 

SOCIAL ASSETS
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When kindness is shared it grows.
As we approach St Andrew’s Day this year, we’re asking people across 
Scotland to stop, reflect and appreciate how valuable the kindness we 
show each other is every day. We want people to connect and share 
kind thoughts, words and actions with family, friends, neighbours and 
communities near and far.

We’ve teamed up with artist Emily Hogarth again this year to create 
a bespoke illustration that encapsulates the spirit of St Andrew’s Day 
and reflects acts of kindness and togetherness that have taken place 
throughout this year.

Our illustration can be emailed, sent by text or shared across your 
social media pages to help send a message of kindness across our 
country and beyond.

Share In A Special Moment 
to Celebrate Kindness 

Kindness of Words
Words can be powerful and words can be kind, and a love of stories and poetry will enrich 
your whole life. 

Every day during the St Andrew’s Fair Saturday Festival, a spoken word festival for 
adults and children will take place. Representatives from organisations that promote 
storytelling, poetry, literature, literacy and a general love of reading will choose and 
perform a piece of spoken word – all centred around the theme of kindness. 

Tune in and listen here: standrews.fairsaturday.org for free and they will take place at:

• 11am elevenses: A chance to pause with your morning coffee and just listen -   
 biscuit optional!
• 4pm teatime: A teatime helping of songs, rhymes and stories for children
 
To accompany the Kindness of Words programme of spoken word events throughout 
this year’s St Andrew’s Fair Saturday programme, activity packs have been created for 
schools and families to encourage the telling and sharing of stories together. 
Download the artwork here: 

Capturing Kindness
The Fair Saturday Foundation is also running a photography competition this year. 
To enter, just post your photograph of a little act of kindness that means something 
to you on Facebook or Instagram (from a public account) using these hashtags 
#kindnessofwords #standrewsfairsaturday #wearescotland #candlestickpress. Winning 
images will secure a copy of Ten Poems of Kindness or Ten Poems about Tea, which have 
been very generously donated to the Fair Saturday Foundation by Candlestick Press. 
For more information, please click here.

ARTWORK

You can spread  this message 
by using our digital  version

Or the animated version of 
Emily Hogarth’s illustration: 
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DIGITAL ASSET

ANIMATION
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Acts of Kindness community projects
BEMIS Scotland will celebrate St Andrew’s Day  2021 by supporting ethnic 
minority communities  to deliver a series of events championing inclusivity, 
diversity and community spirit across Scotland between the 26 and 30 
November. 

From a special online fundraiser organized by Highlands Supports Refugees 
right through to a special St Andrews Diversity Cup, organised by Cambria 
Amateur Football Club, 16 community events are set to take place across the 
country, aiming to bring people together to have fun, be inspired about other 
cultures and support diverse, vibrant communities. 

These events will take place between 26 and 30 November in community 
spaces across Scotland from Aberdeen to North Lanarkshire, aiming to share 
a warm welcome to all who wish to join in.

To find out more please visit www.bemis.org.uk

St Andrew’s Fair Saturday programme
St Andrew’s Fair Saturday 2021 is a cultural festival running from 26 November 
to St Andrew’s Day, 30 November. It is Scotland’s contribution to Fair Saturday, 
a global movement to bring about change through art and culture and aims to 
celebrate the arts and spread support for social and cultural causes. 

Over 90 events including exhibitions, poetry, literature, theatre and dance 
performances, workshops and guided walks will take place throughout the 
country in a range of locations from the Scottish Borders to the Isle of Skye. The 
programme offers the chance to come together in person in a variety of settings 
from church and village halls, to local markets, cinemas, arts venues, hotels 
and even distilleries! A special photography exhibition celebrating kindness in 
Dundee celebrating the people, organisations and businesses who have gone out 
of their way to help others in their local community over the past 18 months will 
take place as a live event in City Square Dundee and streaming online. 

There is the opportunity to join in online for a number of poetry recitals, 
literature events and music concerts virtually through the Fair Saturday website. 

To find out more please visit: www.standrews.fairsaturday.org
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Raise Awareness of 
Events Taking Place 
Across the Country
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EventScotland events programme
EventScotland is supporting a range of online and in-person activities from 
live music to illuminations, torchlight parades and street theatre.  This will 
give both visitors and locals the opportunity to come together and celebrate 
Scotland’s values, world- class culture and unique heritage. All events taking 
place this St Andrew’s Day can be found here: www.visitscotland.com/see-do/
events/st-andrews-day

Oban Winter Festival 19 - 28 November 2021
Come to Oban Winter Festival, pick up something special at the markets 
laden with hand made goods, visit the fairgrounds, join the pipe bands, ceilidhs 
and choirs celebrating St Andrew’s Day. Wonder at the evening light shows 
before relaxing with a special winter Festival Cocktail. So much to see, do and 
experience at this fun filled family festival 19-28 of November. For more info 
visit: www.obanwinterfestival.com

The Festival of Small Halls, Isle of Skye - 19 to 27 November 2021
The SEALL Festival of Small Halls is held in venues on Skye and Raasay over 
nine days, bringing Scotland’s finest traditional musicians to community 
venues across Skye, Raasay and Lochalsh. Now in its fourth year, the award-
winning festival has become renowned for being a celebration of Island life and 
the traditional music of Scotland. Over the course of the festival, there will 
be daytime acoustic performances, workshops and evening concerts taking 
place in some of the most remote rural venues in Scotland. The festival ends 
on Saturday 27 November with the Big Cèilidh for St Andrew’s Night at the 
Sligachan Hotel. To find out more please visit: www.seall.co.uk/small-halls

St Andrew’s Day Torchlight Parade - 27 November 2021
Glasgow is getting ready to light up for this year’s St Andrew’s Day Torchlight 
Parade, a unique community event set in the beautiful West End of the city. It will 
begin with 90 minutes of entertainment at Glasgow Botanic Gardens featuring live 
music, fire performers, street theatre, kids’ hub before the parade featuring a sea 
of lit torches heads down Byres Road to the South Front of University of Glasgow 
to enjoy more entertainment. For more information visit: www.wearehaloarts.com 

Big St Andrew’s Day Hoolie - 27 November 2021
Highlights for this year include a community market promoting charities, student 
associations and artisans promoting Scottish traditional crafts; an entertainment 
stage providing a platform for local dancers and musicians; a torch parade led by 
the City of St Andrews Pipe Band through the town and down to the iconic West 
Sands beach for a Firework Display and The Big Hoolie Music Stage & Outdoor 
Ceilidh featuring InHarmony, The Other Guys, The Kilrymont Ceilidh Band, Be 
Charlotte and VanIves. For more info visit: www.standrewsday.com

Caledonia Festival – 30 November
The Caledonia Festival brings together an amazing talent of creative arts to 
celebrate St Andrew’s Day in Scotland. This inaugural hybrid event on 30 
November offers a mix of free online virtual viewing during the day with film, 
theatre and music as well as a live ticketed comedy evening in Stirling, hosted 
by Raymond Mearns with Stuart Mitchell, Jay Lafferty and headliner Vladimir 
McTavish. For more information visit: www.caledoniafest.scot
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Summerhall Presents: FAIR PLAY – 30 November 2021
An evening of music, theatre, spoken word, dance and film, Edinburgh’s 
independent performing arts venue Summerhall presents FAIR PLAY, 
celebrating some of the artists who’ve been involved with Summerhall’s Artist 
Development Programme. MC’d by poet and theatre maker Leyla Josephine, 
the night will include dance from Katie Armstrong and Róisín O’Brien, spoken 
word from John Osborne (My Car Plays Tapes) and Colin Bramwell (Three Pints 
on a Sunday), and a screening of a new short film Auntie Empire (Julia Taudevin, 
Niamh McKeown and Jana Robert), all rounded off with music from a surprise 
guest. www.summerhall.co.uk/sh-event/summerhall-presents-fair-play

The St Andrew’s Day Debating Competition
One of the most prestigious school debating competitions in Scotland, the St 
Andrew’s Day debating tournament will virtually bring together S3 to S6 pupils 
from schools all over the country to discuss and debate topics chosen to highlight 
the value of kindness in today’s society. Held on one day with three rounds 
leading up to a Grand Final, this is the 15th anniversary of the debate which will 
see 60 pupils participate from schools across Scotland. The Grand Final will be 
livestreamed on YoutTube at 4.30pm on the 30 November and open for public 
viewing via this link: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TiTFqKzMfS0&feature=youtu.be&ab_
channel=English-SpeakingUnionScotland
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There are many ways to creatively champion the value of kindness and we 
would encourage you to take the opportunity to decide how best to reach your 
audiences and spread the message further. Here are some key messages to help 
guide you. 

•  St Andrew’s Day is a powerful opportunity to demonstrate that kindness is part  
of what makes us who we are as a country. Scotland is open, welcoming, friendly 

 and inclusive with compassion for others and the communities we live in, at our  
 core. 

•  As we look to a recovery from the pandemic, St Andrew’s Day offers an 
important moment to come together with other people in our communities and 
visitors from near and far to spend time with each other and enjoy local events. 

•  Every gesture of kindness makes a difference and everyone benefits from 
sharing it this St Andrew’s Day.

•  Music and the arts make an invaluable contribution to our physical and mental 
health and wellbeing. With themes of kindness, inclusivity and connection, this 
year’s St Andrew’s Day event celebrations to bring people together to mark our 
national day. 

Create Your Own Kindness Celebration
•  Whether Scotland is your home or you live overseas, there are lots of 

opportunities to come together this year, to celebrate Scotland’s values, world 
class culture and unique heritage through a range of online and in person 
events and activities in celebration of St Andrew’s Day.

•  St Andrew’s Day is Scotland’s national day and part of Scotland’s Winter 
Festivals - a Scottish Government funded event programme, delivered 
in collaboration with EventScotland, BEMIS Scotland, the Fair Saturday 
Foundation and the English Speaking Union Scotland and supported by a wide 
range of other partners.

•  Scotland’s St Andrew’s Day events programme keeps local communities at 
the very heart of the celebrations, reflects our core values and champions 
inclusivity.

•  Find out more about of the events and activities planned for St Andrew’s Day 
in your local area and how you can get involved, visit 

 www.onescotland.org/st-andrews-day 

• #WeAreScotland
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Thank you for your support in celebrating the 
value of sharing kindness across the country 

this St Andrew’s Day

THANK YOU!
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