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The kindness...
 ...of words and libraries

"The only thing that you absolutely have to know, 
is the location of the library." - Albert Einstein

Warm and welcoming spaces, truly magical places.

Welcome to this Family Activity Pack, all about the joy of libraries! We are delighted to have worked
with the City of Edinburgh Council and libraries across Edinburgh to create this activity pack to
accompany our Fair Saturday events programme and celebrate libraries. Libraries are magical places
of discovery; places where you will always receive a warm welcome, and so much more. We hope that
the activities in here will inspire and encourage you to get out and  explore Edinburgh’s incredible
libraries and see what they have to offer, as well as imagine and create your own libraries at home. 

We hope you enjoy trying these out, and we'd love to see what you do and create. You can share your
activities on instagram or facebook using the hashtags #kindnessofwords and #fairsaturdayscotland 

Many thanks to the City of Edinburgh Council for funding and supporting this project, and to all the
libraries for everything they do at the heart of their communities. 



Activities to explore Edinburgh’s
wonderful network of public libraries.

explore...

Ideas to help you imagine and visualise
the library of your dreams.  

imagine...

Now it’s time for you to get creative
and make your own mini library. 

create...

explore createimagine

Words of  kindness - libraries
The kindness of words - libraries

Edinburgh’s libraries
Activities for children at your library
Bookbug Sessions at your library
Library activities & services for adults
Can you guess the library?
Activity: Your library passport
Scotland’s national libraries
Other kinds of libraries

Amazing libraries
Activity: Your dream library
Books and stories celebrating libraries
Activity: Your library story

Activity: Make a mini library
Colour in bookplates
Library poster to colour
Bookmarks to colour
Activity: Mini books and Zines
Book and zine templates
Activity: Book Street online workshop“A good library will never be too neat, or too

dusty, because somebody will always be in it,
taking books off the shelves and staying up late
reading them.” - Lemony Snicket



Edinburgh has a wonderful network of 28 public libraries
across the city, and a beautiful Children’s Library based
at Central Library. We encourage you to explore!

Each of Edinburgh’s libraries has its own special
personality and its own busy programme of activities for
both children and adults. Libraries offer Bookbug Sessions,
story time, arts and crafts, book clubs, lego club and
special events. They also provide support for the
community, such as help applying for a bus pass or Young
Scot card, IT facilities (computers, printers and
photocopiers), and health support (free period products,
NHS hearing aid batteries, Macmillan Cancer Support). It’s
easy and free to join a library and you can borrow books,
audiobooks, ebooks and even musical instruments. 

They’re warm and welcoming spaces that are all yours, so
get down to your local library and see for yourself all they
have to offer. You might be surprised. 

explore
The kindness of words - libraries
Words of  kindness - libraries
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explore... edinburgh’s libraries
Edinburgh has 28 public libraries as well as a number of specialist ones, so there will be a library near you. The opening
hours are different at each site, so you can follow these links to find out more about your local library.

Balerno Library
Balgreen Library
Blackhall Library
Central Library
Colinton Library
Corstorphine Library
Craigmillar Library
Currie Library
Drumbrae Library Hub
Fountainbridge Library
Gilmerton Library
Granton Library
Kirkliston Library
Leith Library
McDonald Road Library
Moredun Library
Morningside Library
Muirhouse Library
Newington Library

Oxgangs Library
Piershill Library
Portobello Library
Ratho Library
Sighthill Library
South Neighbourhood Office
and Library
South Queensferry Library
Stockbridge Library
Wester Hailes Library
Art and Design Library
Central Children's Library
Central Lending Library
Edinburgh and Scottish
Collection
Mobile Libraries
Music Library
Reference Library
ONLINE LIBRARY

Joining a library is free and very simple. You can
join in person at any library or online and you can
use your library card at all public libraries in
Edinburgh. With a library card you can  borrow up
to 12 items including books, CDs and DVDs,
download ebooks, audiobooks, magazines and
newspapers, access eresources for learning and
leisure and use library computers and wifi. 

You will need to fill out a simple form with your
name, address, date of birth and contact details
and show proof of ID. This can include: passport,
photo driving licence, national identity card,
National Entitlement Card, Young Scot card,
university or college ID, National Library of
Scotland membership card, Council Tax bill
(current), bank statement or utilities bill (both
dated within last 3 months). 

You don’t need to be a member of the library to
visit the library or take part in activities there but
you will need a card to borrow books or use wifi. 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229169/balerno-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229170/balgreen-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229171/blackhall-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229174/central-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229175/colinton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229176/corstorphine-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229177/craigmillar-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229178/currie-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229179/drumbrae-library-hub
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229181/fountainbridge-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229182/gilmerton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229183/granton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229184/kirkliston-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229185/leith-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229186/mcdonald-road-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229188/moredun-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229189/morningside-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229190/muirhouse-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229192/newington-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229193/oxgangs-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229194/piershill-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229195/portobello-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229196/ratho-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229198/sighthill-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229199/south-neighbourhood-office-and-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229199/south-neighbourhood-office-and-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229200/south-queensferry-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229201/stockbridge-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229202/wester-hailes-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229168/art-and-design-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229172/central-children-s-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229173/central-lending-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229180/edinburgh-and-scottish-collection
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229180/edinburgh-and-scottish-collection
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229187/mobile-libraries
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229191/music-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229197/reference-library
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-library
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explore... activities for children at your library
Each library has a lively programme of activities for children. There are regular weekly groups as well as one-off events,
and lots of things to keep kids busy over the school holidays. To find out more, pop into your nearest library or have a look
at their facebook page for details of what’s coming up. 

All libraries offer Bookbug for 5s and under,
and storytime for older children, often with
craft activities. Chatterbooks encourages
children to read and discuss books together,
and you can sign up for the Summer Reading
Challenge where you can get a certificate for
completing the challenge. For older children
and teens, many libraries have a book club.
With a library card you can access audio
books and magazines free of charge. 

Storytime and reading
Wester Hailes Library regularly offers
Beginner Sewing Classes for Children aged 9
and over during school holiday periods. There
are also six musical instrument libraries
where you can borrow instruments free of
charge: Craigmillar, Muirhouse, Moredun,
Drumbrae, Wester Hailes and the Central
Music Library. You can find more info here:
wemakemusicscotland.org/instrument-
libraries

Other activities

Whatever your interest, you are sure to find
something you enjoy at a library near you. Most
libraries have a weekly Lego club, and some
offer STEM, coding and computer games and
board games. You can find weekly art and craft
activities at most libraries and some have clubs
for gardening, film and creative writing.

Some libraries have activities especially for
teens where you can get together to chat, learn
new things and have fun. 

Creative clubs and activities

https://wemakemusicscotland.org/instrument-libraries/
https://wemakemusicscotland.org/instrument-libraries/
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explore... bookbug sessions at your library

Scottish Book Trust’s Bookbug programme gifts free bags of books and
resources to all children at different stages from birth to Primary 1. Gaelic
Bookbug Bags are also available and there is a selection of tactile books for
families and children who need additional support.

Bookbug Bags are supported by free Bookbug Sessions, where families can
enjoy sharing stories, songs and rhymes with their little ones. These are free
events for children aged 0-5 years and their mums, dads and carers that last
around 30 minutes and include songs, rhymes and a story. You can expect a
warm reception at your local Bookbug Session. Everyone is welcome!

Going to a Bookbug Session is a great way for families to spend time
bonding with each other and meeting other families in their local area. It can
also help to build children’s social skills and support their speech and
language development. Most importantly, Bookbug Sessions are fun!

You can find details of your local Bookbug Session here or ask at your local
library. You can also find songs and rhymes to share at home through
Bookbug's Songs and Rhymes App, the Bookbug Song and Rhyme Library
and the Home Activities Hub.

Find out more about Scottish Book Trust and Bookbug. 

All Edinburgh libraries offer Bookbug Sessions, and some libraries also offer Bookbug Sessions in different languages.

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-bags
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/gaelic-bookbug
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/gaelic-bookbug
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries/libraries-fives/3
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-app
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/home-activities
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug
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explore... library activities & services for adults

Almost every library has a group that you can
join to learn a new skill, be creative, or get
together with others to chat.

Lots of libraries have knitting, crochet or craft
groups, reading and book clubs (some for
specific groups), and creative writing groups.
Many libraries offer a weekly meet up for a
chat over a tea or coffee, and some have
groups to help you practise your English or
improve your IT skills. Some libraries also
host regular film clubs. 

Libraries provide crucial services for adults, both practical and fun. Some services vary from library to library.

Creativity and chat

Edinburgh’s libraries have downloadable
ebook, audiobook, newspaper and magazine
services:
• Libby ebooks, audio & mags for adults, teen
and kids
• BorrowBox audiobooks for adults
• uLIBRARY audiobooks for adults
• PressReader worldwide newspapers & mags

See the A-Z list of over 30 online resources
you can use to research your local or family
history; pass your driving test; search for
funding; improve your spelling; stream music
etc. Library staff and volunteers can help you. 

Online resources and learning

Macmillan Cancer Support offers help to anyone
affected by cancer including family members,
partners, carers or friends. You can come and
speak to a member of the Macmillan Cancer
Support team at a drop-in session at libraries.
Find out more here. Some libraries also offer
dementia support for carers. 

Hearing aid batteries are available free of charge
from your local library or mobile library for your
NHS hearing aid. Libraries also provide free
disposable and reusable period products. You
should be able to see the products easily and pick
them up without having to ask someone.

Health and wellbeing

You can apply for a National Entitlement (NEC)
card, Young Scot Card or bus pass. You can see
what you need to bring here: 
National Entitlement Card
Young person's free bus travel scheme
They can also help with replacements for
lost/damaged cards and renewals.

Other practical help and
support

https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/overdrive
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/borrowbox
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/ulibrary
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/pressreader
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/a-z-eresources
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries/macmillan-cancer-support-libraries
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries/macmillan-cancer-support-libraries
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/national-entitlement-card-nec/get-replace-nec
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/national-entitlement-card-nec/get-replace-nec/2


explore... can you guess the library? 
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4

6

1

All of these can be found in Edinburgh’s libraries. Can work out which library each of these is? 
(Answers on the next page) 

2

3

5

8

7



What you need:
A pen or pencil
Your library card if you have one
Your library passport - print out from the two following pages (or ask for 

       one at your local library)

What to do:
Your library passport is to help you explore Edinburgh’s libraries. As well as your
local library closest to you, there will be others not too far away. Each library has
its very own character and its own programme of events. 

explore... your library passport
Explore the libraries with your library passport. You can take it to each
library when you visit and get them to stamp it. Once you have got five
stamps you can get a certificate from the library.

Words of  kindness - libraries
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1.  Moredun Library
2.  Morningside Library
3.  Leith Library
4.  South Queensferry Library
5.  Children’s Library, George IV Bridge
6.  Craigmillar Library
7.  Central Library
8.  Portobello Library

Answers from library quiz

It’s worth visiting a few libraries to find out what
they all have to offer. You might find one that has
a space that you really love or an activity that you
enjoy. The libraries all offer Bookbug and other
activities on different days of the week, so you
should also be able to find something fun to do
near you that suits your own schedule.

Don’t forget that with a library card you can
borrow and return books to any library! And the
activities in all the libraries are all free to join in
with.



Today I visited

I read/borrowed

I liked

Library stamp

Today I visited

I read/borrowed

I liked

Library stamp

Today I visited

I read/borrowed

I liked

Library stamp

Today I visited

I read/borrowed

I liked

Library stamp

Today I visited

I read/borrowed

I liked

Library stamp

Welcome to your
library passport!
Your library passport is to help you
explore Edinburgh’s libraries. As well as
your local library closest to you, there
will be other libraries not too far away.
Each library has its very own personality
and its own programme of events. 

You can take it to each library when you
visit and ask them to stamp it. Once you
have got five stamps you can get a
certificate from the library.

Happy visiting!

Joining a library is free and simple. You can
join in person at any library and you can use
your library card at all public libraries in
Edinburgh and you can borrow and return at
any library. With a library card you can
borrow books, CDs and DVDs, download
ebooks, audiobooks, magazines and
newspapers, access eresources for learning
and leisure and use library computers and
wifi.

You will need to fill out a simple form with
your name, address, date of birth and contact
details and show proof of ID e.g. passport,
photo driving licence, national identity card,
National Entitlement Card, Young Scot card,
Council Tax bill (current), bank statement
(dated within last 3 months), or utilities bill
(dated within last 3 months).

You don’t need to be a member of the library
to visit the library or take part in the activities
there. 



I have my own 
library card 

Edinburgh’s Libraries
Balerno Library
Balgreen Library
Blackhall Library
Central Library
Colinton Library
Corstorphine Library
Craigmillar Library
Currie Library
Drumbrae Library Hub
Fountainbridge Library
Gilmerton Library
Granton Library
Kirkliston Library
Leith Library
McDonald Road Library
Moredun Library
Morningside Library
Muirhouse Library
Newington Library
Oxgangs Library
Piershill Library
Portobello Library
Ratho Library
Sighthill Library
South Neighbourhood Office
and Library
South Queensferry Library
Stockbridge Library
Wester Hailes Library

I have been to an
activity at my library

I have borrowed 
and returned a book

Someone helping a person
do something

A cosy space to sit and read
A poster about activities for

children

A sculpture or artwork Computers for people to use Someone borrowing a book

A display of books on a
topic. What are they about?

Something interesting about
the building. What did you

spot?
A garden

A lego model A place to play
A book in another language.

What language is it?

explore... things to spot when you go to the library
Can you find these things when you go to the library? You might not be able to spot them all at
the same library!

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229169/balerno-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229170/balgreen-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229171/blackhall-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229174/central-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229175/colinton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229176/corstorphine-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229177/craigmillar-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229178/currie-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229179/drumbrae-library-hub
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229181/fountainbridge-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229182/gilmerton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229183/granton-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229184/kirkliston-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229185/leith-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229186/mcdonald-road-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229188/moredun-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229189/morningside-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229190/muirhouse-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229192/newington-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229193/oxgangs-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229194/piershill-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229195/portobello-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229196/ratho-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229198/sighthill-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229199/south-neighbourhood-office-and-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229199/south-neighbourhood-office-and-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229200/south-queensferry-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229201/stockbridge-library
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-record/1229202/wester-hailes-library
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explore... scotland’s national libraries
The National Library of Scotland

Bringing people and poems together is at the heart of everything the Scottish
Poetry Library does. We strive for visitors, borrowers, and service users to
experience the SPL as a welcoming and compassionate organisation, aiming
to transform people’s lives through exciting experiences and creative
engagement with poetry.
 
We welcome children and families to the library and have a dedicated
children’s area, some toys and a children’s book collection. We want younger
people to connect with us and with poetry for the rest of their lives. We also
seek to reach communities that are traditionally underrepresented in our
audiences. John Burnside wrote: “The more imaginative we are, the more
compassionate we become.” By supporting the poetry community, creative
learning programmes in schools and community settings, and offering
increased access to poetry in live literature events and high-quality online
resources, we support imagination.

scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk

Scottish Poetry Library

The National Library of Scotland is one of the world’s leading centres for
the study of Scotland and the Scots – an information treasure trove for
Scotland’s knowledge, history and culture.

The Library offers a programme of free exhibitions on different topics
which feature hands-on activities for all ages, including dressing-up, crafts,
reading corners and interactive displays. We also have an ongoing
programme of events, workshops and learning activities throughout the
year, many of which are free of charge.

We offer weekly Bookbug sessions for 0-5 years, including sessions in
Gaelic and Scots language. Other family activities include storytelling, craft
workshops and author events. 

The Library café has a family area with books, toys and games. The Library
is open Monday-Thursday, 10am-7pm, and Friday & Saturday, 10am-5pm.

nls.uk

https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/
https://www.nls.uk/


Sharing Libraries allow customers to borrow
an item instead of buying one new. Repair
Projects help customers to fix an item,
instead of throwing it away. The vision of the
Share and Repair Network is for every
community in Scotland to benefit from access
to sharing libraries and repair projects. They
have members are all over the country,
helping their local communities reduce
consumption by offering sustainable and
affordable alternatives to buying new.

shareandrepair.scot

The kindness of words - libraries
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explore... other kinds of libraries

This year the Edinburgh Tool Library
celebrates its 10th birthday! A tool library
works like a normal library but with tools
instead of books. You can borrow things like
drills, sanders, and steamers by the week and
join events like DIY classes, workshops, and
community builds. It costs £30 to join for the
whole year (£10 concession rate) and there
are hubs to collect tools across Edinburgh. It’s
a great place to meet people from your
community, share your knowledge and skills,
or learn something new.

edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk

Libraries aren’t just for books! Edinburgh has a great network of alternative kinds of libraries. Here are just a few.

The Edinburgh Tool Library
Little Free Libraries are free book-sharing
boxes where people can take or leave a book.
They can be found across the world, and are
created and looked after in and by local
neighbourhoods. There are many lovely Little
Free Libraries across Edinburgh for both
adults and children’s books, such as the one
above at the Heart of Newhaven, and you can
find out more about how to create one and
where they are here:

edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/little-free-
libraries

Little Free Libraries

The Share and Repair Network

Edinburgh Board Game Library has 300+
board games to be borrowed! Take them
home and play with friends and family. It
costs £25 a year to join (£15 concession rate)
and you can borrow games for 7 or 14 days at
a time. You can even gift membership to
someone else.

edinburghboardgamelibrary.org.uk

Edinburgh Board Game Library 

https://shareandrepair.scot/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/little-free-libraries/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/little-free-libraries/
https://edinburghboardgamelibrary.org.uk/


Libraries are magical places, packed with stories of every
kind. They are also a door to discovery - about your local
area, city, country, world and universe!

imagine
Now you’ve explored some libraries and seen all the
things that you can do there, it’s time for you to imagine
your own imaginary library. You can design or make a
model of your dream library, or if drawing is not your
thing you could write a story about a library or set in one. 

When you picture a library do you think of an old place
with lots of wood and shelves and shelves of books? Or
do you imagine an ultra-modern airy space with amazing
architecture built out of different materials? The
following pages contain some pictures of beautiful
libraries that we hope will inspire you to think about what
makes a brilliant library. And remember that libraries
aren’t just for books. What else would you like to be able
to do there, or what other things could be borrowed? The
choice is yours!

The kindness of words - libraries
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imagine... inspiration: amazing libraries
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Oodi Helsinki Central Library, Finland

George Peabody Library, 
Baltimore, US

Berlin State Library, Germany

The world has some amazing libraries. Here are just a few. What do
you like about each of these libraries? 

Upper Lusatian Library of
Sciences, Görlitz, Austria

 National Library of Kosovo

Library of Birmingham, UK

Calgary Central Library,
Canada

Library of Alexandria, Egypt



What you need:
A pen and paper
Art materials (e.g. pens, pencils, paints, papers, cardboard, glue, tape, scissors)
depending on how you want to show your design. 
Lots of ideas!

What to do:
You can write about, draw or make your own dream library. You might want to write
a description or a story, you might want to draw a picture of it or design a plan. You
might even want to make a 3d model out of a box or cardboard. 

But first you need to imagine what kind of place would your dream library would be.
What would it look like and what would it contain? Books probably, but what else?
Who would you meet there and what would you do? Would it be a real solid place
that anyone could visit, or would it be a secret magical place just for you? Would it
be inside or outside or a bit of both? You might decide it will be in a magical castle,
a huge city, a forest, a treehouse, underwater or in outer space. Will it have a
librarian? Or will that be you? Will there be any surprises there? 

Use all the things that you’ve seen and experienced at the libraries you have visited
or read about, and now let your imagination run wild. After all, your dream library can
be anywhere or anything you want it to be....

Some other things you can think about to help you
get started: 

What do you love about the libraries you have
visIted or read about? 
What do you think a library should be?
Why are libraries important? 

We’d love to see what you create! If you’d like to
share your creations with us then please do email
a photo to us at scotland@fairsaturday.org

imagine... your dream library
If you imagine your dream library, what would it be like? Now is your
chance to design your very own library. It might be just for you, your
own personal space, or it might be your gift to the world. 

Words of  kindness - libraries
The kindness of words - libraries
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imagine... inspiration: stories featuring libraries

Children's books that celebrate libraries - Scottish Book Trust
Scottish Book Trust has a lovely list of stories for children that celebrate libraries.
They also have themed reading lists on many other topics, so if you’re looking for
reading inspiration, this is a great place to start. You can find all the lists here. 

Other stories that feature libraries - Edinburgh Libraries
Edinburgh library staff have chosen some of their favourite books featuring
libraries. Here are their top picks to get you started:
Under 5
The Detective Dog by Julia Donaldson
Luna Loves Library Day by Joseph Coelho
Bears Don’t Read by Emma Chichester Clark
Age 5-7
How the Library (not the Prince) saved Rapunzel by Wendy Meddour
Wanted Ralfy Rabbit Book Burglar by Emily McKenzie
Max and Bird by Ed Vere
Age 8-11
Escape from Mr Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
The Dragon in the Library by Louie Stowell
The Legend of Spud Murphy by Eoin Colfer
Adults
Ten Poems About Libraries by Candlestick Press
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafón
What you are looking for is in the library by Michiko Aoyama

Writers love libraries! So it’s no wonder that so many authors are inspired by libraries, and lots of books for both children
and adults celebrate libraries in their stories. We have listed a few that we really like and that we think you will enjoy too. 

“The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, 

the more places you’ll go.”
- De Seuss

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-bags
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-lists/picture-books-that-celebrate-libraries
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-lists


Imagine a magical library or a library of wishes...
After the library closes for the day, a strange thing occurs…
You find a secret message inside a library book…
All the librarians are turning into zombies…
Characters keep jumping out of the library books…
When you go into the library, all the books are about you…
You find that you can shrink and jump into the books.
Where will you go?
One day you walk into the library and find an elephant
there…*
All the books have disappeared from the library. Only you
can get them back...
It seemed like a totally normal day in the library. And then
you realised…
One day you discover a secret door behind one of the
bookshelves that leads to...

What you need:
A pen or pencil and paper
Your imagination!

What to do:
A library is a great place to start a story. You could base it on a library you know, or
your dream library from the previous activity. Don’t worry too much about making
everything perfect, just start to jot down your ideas and see where they take you.
Here are some ideas to get you started: 

If writing fiction isn’t your thing, you could
write a love letter to your local library.

You could write your story as a cartoon or
graphic novel. 

There are lots of great resources online to
help you with writing a story. If you get
stuck, have a look at some of these: 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/arti
cles/how-to-start-writing
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/lear
ning-resources/creative-writing-
activities-for-upper-primary

imagine... your library story
Lots of stories feature libraries. Now it’s time to write your own...

Words of  kindness - libraries
The kindness of words - libraries

*Ask Leith Library!

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-to-start-writing
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-to-start-writing
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/creative-writing-activities-for-upper-primary
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/creative-writing-activities-for-upper-primary
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/creative-writing-activities-for-upper-primary


You’ve explored Edinburgh’s lovely libraries
and imagined your own dream library. Now
it’s time to make your own little library!

On the following pages you will find activities to make a
little library out of a box and templates and instructions
to make mini books to decorate, draw or write stories in.
We have bookplates for you to colour and stick in your
favourite books and a poster for your library. 

We also have a lovely online workshop created for you
by Cass from Bookbinding with Cass with lots of ideas
for making and decorating your own folded accordian
book. 

So get out your paper, pens, pencils and paints and get
creative!

We’d love to see what you make! If you’d like to share
your creations with us then please do email a photo to
us at scotland@fairsaturday.org 

create
The kindness of words - libraries
Words of  kindness - libraries

https://bookbindingwithcass.com/


The kindness of words - libraries
Words of  kindness - libraries

You can invite your friends round to borrow a
book. You could ask them to write a review
when they return it. 

If you can’t find a suitable box, you could create
a little library space on a shelf instead.

You can use the same materials and method to
make a mini library from a smaller box and fill
it with books and zines you have made.  

create... a mini library

What you need:
A sturdy cardboard box that’s big enough to fit your books in
An envelope
Paint, pens, pencils 
Tape or glue
Anything else you want to use to decorate your library e.g. wrapping paper,
pictures, glue tape etc.

What to do:
Cut the lid off your box so that you can get the books in and out easily. If you like,
you can leave a small flap to make a kind of ‘shop front’ for your library (see the
picture). If you’re using scissors you might need some help with this.

You can now decorate your library with whatever you have. You can paint it or draw
on it, or stick wrapping paper or pictures on it. Whatever you like - it’s your special
library! You can use the My little library template if you want to show which books
you are lending. You can also stick an envelope on the side where you can keep a
list of books you have lent or store your library card safely. 

Now it’s time to fill your library with books! If you like, you can use the bookplates on
the following pages to stick in the books you are lending so people remember
they’re yours. 

Why not create your own little library at home? You could make a little lending
library to share books with your friends, or a safe place to store all your library
books that you’ve borrowed.
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create... little books and zines
It’s very easy to make little books and zines yourself. You can use these to
create your own little library of stories or sketchbooks. No staples required -
just folding and tearing or cutting!

Words of  kindness - libraries

What you need:
A piece of paper, A4 is ideal but you can use any size. The paper can be patterned but
one side should be plain if you want to draw or write in your books.
Scissors (or you can tear the paper)
Paint, pens, pencils, and any other materials you want to use to decorate your books
e.g. wrapping paper, pictures, glue tape etc.

What to do:
For a concertina book you need to fold your paper into 16. Fold your sheet in half
lengthways and then fold each half into the centre. Open it out, and then do the same
again widthways. Cut or tear along the central fold along the edge of three boxes. You can
do this lengthways if you want your book to be landscape shaped or widthways for
portrait. From the other end, cut along three boxes along the two outer folds. The
templates on the next pages show where to fold and cut. Now re-fold along the fold lines,
making alternate folds until you have a concertina. You will have three 'secret' spaces.
You can use these for extra pictures or writing, or tape them up to make little pockets. 

For a zine, you need to fold your paper into 8. Fold your paper in half widthways, turn the
paper over, and then fold each half into the centre. Then open out your sheet and fold the
paper in half lengthways. You should now have 8 boxes. Fold the whole sheet back in half
again and cut (or tear) along the central fold to make a slit in the centre. The template on
the next page shows the fold and cut lines. Open out your paper and holding each end,
gently push so the cut pages fold out to form a book. 

The kindness of words - libraries

Scottish Book Trust has a great video on
how to make a zine with the artist Fi
Johnston. You can find it here.

The Tate also has some great ideas for
making zines. You can find them here.

You could use the instructions from the
previous activity to make a little box to
hold your library of mini books. 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-to-make-a-zine?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwl6-3BhBWEiwApN6_kmRlg4Ho_gNuL1KwsyxIfIUICjj14fJCY90KoAhS3s4D2Le7ikBz1BoCttEQAvD_BwE
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/make/cut-paste/how-to-make-a-zine








create... book street accordian book
The kindness of words - libraries
Words of  kindness - libraries

This is a fun project for both adults and children that takes a sheet of A4 paper and
transforms into a unique and sculptural book - a chance to get creative with folding,
cutting, writing, drawing and sticking, using a mix of remnant and recycled papers.

Cass’s video tutorials take you through the making process from start to finish with
tips and ideas to help you along the way – they are split into bitesize chunks so you
can dip in and out at a pace that works for you. This is the type of project that can
be as simple or detailed as you choose to make it, at a minimum it will take 2 hours
and at the max you could spend a whole day or afternoon creating your book.

What you need:
3 pieces of A4 paper – ideally paper with a bit of weight to it, in Cass’s video she
uses 170gsm white recycled cartridge paper. Copy paper will work but paper
with a bit of thickness gives a nice finish.
Scissors, a good quality glue stick, ruler, pencil/pen
Bone folder (if you have one), if not a ruler or similar can be used
Collage materials – see the video ‘Collage materials – some ideas’

What to do:
You can watch all the videos to make this project here:
https://bookbindingwithcass.com/book-street-accordion-book/
Password: BookStreet

Many thanks to Cass for creating this resource especially for Kindness of Words. 

Join Cass at Bookbinding with Cass to make a a street themed accordion fold
book and matchbox book case. 

Cass loves to make books and is passionate about making
bookbinding fun and accessible. She is particularly
inspired by remnant materials and transforming pre-loved
and recycled materials into unique and usable books. Cass
runs a range of bookbinding and mark making workshops
in person and online, makes books to order and works in
collaboration with venues, other artists and community
organisations to share the wonderful craft of bookbinding!

bookbindingwithcass.com

https://bookbindingwithcass.com/book-street-accordion-book/
https://bookbindingwithcass.com/


useful websites and organisations
The following organisations are a great place to start if you would like to learn more.

Words of  kindness - libraries
The kindness of words - libraries

The City of Edinburgh Council for all information on Edinburgh’s public
libraries, including opening times, joining a library and services
edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries

Scottish Book Trust - scottishbooktrust.com
The National Library of Scotland - nls.uk
Scottish Library & Information Council (SLIC) - scottishlibraries.org
Scottish Poetry Library - scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk
Craigmillar Literacy Trust - craigmillarliteracytrust.org.uk
Gaelic Books Council - gaelicbooks.org
Music Instrument Libraries - wemakemusicscotland.org/instrument-libraries
Edinburgh Tool Library - edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk
Edinburgh Board Games Library - edinburghboardgamelibrary.org.uk
The Share and Repair Network - shareandrepair.scot
Play Plus Toy Library - playplustoylibrary.lend-engine-app.com
Bookbinding with Cass - bookbindingwithcass.com
Empathy Lab - empathylab.uk
The Reading Agency - readingagency.org.uk

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/
https://www.nls.uk/
https://scottishlibraries.org/
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/
https://craigmillarliteracytrust.org.uk/
https://www.gaelicbooks.org/
https://wemakemusicscotland.org/instrument-libraries/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
https://edinburghboardgamelibrary.org.uk/
https://shareandrepair.scot/
http://playplustoylibrary.lend-engine-app.com/
https://bookbindingwithcass.com/
https://www.empathylab.uk/
https://readingagency.org.uk/


The Kindness of Words programme is part of the Fair Saturday Movement which takes place at the end
of November each year the day after Black Friday. 

Fair Saturday is Scotland’s contribution to the international celebration of Fair Saturday, a global
mobilisation that aims to create a positive social impact. Originating in Bilbao in 2014, Fair Saturday is a
very simple idea. We believe that there are two essential elements to build fairer and more developed
societies: culture and empathy. Fair Saturday aims to respond to Black Friday in a positive way by
prioritising culture and social empathy towards the most vulnerable in our society, providing an
opportunity “to be” rather than “to have”. Artists and cultural organisations from all across Scotland and
over the world get together in a global festival following just one requirement: to support a social cause
of their choice through their event.

Fair Saturday is an idea to place culture at the centre. To recognise the value of cultural and social
organisations. To feel. To reflect. And to act for the common good. Not just today, but also hopefully the
rest of the year.

For more information about all the events in this year's Fair Saturday programme, please visit
standrews.fairsaturday.org or contact Suzy Ensom at scotland@fairsaturday.org

The kindness...
 ...of  Fair Saturday

https://standrews.fairsaturday.org/


The kindness of words 
Words of  kindness

The City of Edinburgh Council
Edinburgh Libraries
Scottish Book Trust

huge thanks to
the following
organisations:

Suzy Ensom, Fair Saturday Foundation
standrews.fairsaturday.org
scotland@fairsaturday.org

https://standrews.fairsaturday.org/

